CAPIAIN NICHOLAS STARK.

DETROIT 31, MICHIGAN

January 8, 1948

Miss Agnes M, Hepburn,
Port Stanley, Ont.,
CANADA,

Dear Miss Hepburn:

I am afraid that I cannot be of a great deal of
help in your Port Stanley Memoirs. This should be an
absorbing work, and I would love to see it when it is
completed, with the idea of doing a story on it in my
column in the Detroit News.

The trouble is, the Starks have been very careless
about their genealogy, and my memory of the Port Stanley
days is dim, as I was the only Stark child who was not
born there, I was born in Detroit. MNy;father's sister,
Prudence Stark, married a Captain Ellison and if any
of the Ellisons are there they probably could be of more
help than I.

As for the sailing vessels, I have a faint memory
of a brave little schooner called the Dauntless which
my father, Captain Nicholas Stark, sailed on the lakes
over a period of years. He also had other sailing
vessels, I seem to remember the 0ld Dominion and the
Wissahickon, and there may have been others, but the
Dauntless was his pride and joy, and as a wee boy I
took some voyages on her with the rest of the family.

Captain Stark carried the huge timbers down from the
North to be fed to the sawmills in Detroit and other
lower lake ports. I still remember the Dauntless moored
to the o0ld dock at the foot of Mt. E1liott where Currie
& Conn had their huge sawmills., I can see the horses
treading endlessly while the native timbers were stripped
of their bark and fashioned into cedar blocks with which
the streets of o0ld Detroit were paved. I wish I could
help you more. I have not found any pictures of my
father's ships.,

One other episode that might interest you is this:
Onee my father leased the boat, the Dauntless, to a
theatrical company, and they staged the famous Gilbert
and Sullivan opera "The H.M.S.Pinafore" on the main
deck. The engagement lasted all one summer at a place
called Golden Valley, which was down the Detroit River
eabout where 61d Sandwich was situated. They played the
opera on the boat and the audience was seated on the b$§§é
I guess the prineipal advantage was that when they threw

0ld Dick’'Deadfye overboard they actually threw him
into the water with a loud splash, I know he had to
be rescued on time by a man in a rowboat.

I hope these few memories will give you something,
and I am only too sorry that I cannot be more factual.

Sincerely yours,

| Th;,ge;},,i: uo_zviv'a.‘l;APEN;r il %7/ “.
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CAPIPAIN JOHN SWEENEY.

Captain John Sweeney was born in lMaychester,England. At the death of both
father and mother,he was apprenticed to an uncle who owned a jewelry store
that he might learn the grt of engraving. He was twelve years of age at
that time and after two years at the work,he decided to follow the Bea.So
with another lad he ran away and stowed in a sailing vessel which landed in
New Yark.

He late® worked his way to Port Stanley,where he became
established and became part owner of the "Tom Wrongiwhich later was wrecked
in a storm and went ashore at Port Burwell. It was so badlyc:damaged that
they could not redeem it. He then purchased a store and dwelling called,"The
Ship Supdly Co,Bn lower Main St. Ships called there for supplies and wet
goods. Dthis business was very successful. Later on,he sold out and went to
Pingal,but after three years spent, there,theée rure.of Port .Stanley called
him back again. He bought the Russell House and moved his family back to
the Port.

On April 7th,IB77,a wild storm was raging on lake Erie and
the barge ’,Herald,was in distress. lhe crew had taken to the life boats and
were coming ashore, However,one man,the captain,J.Hawley had remained behind
and was seen clinging to a piece of wreckage. The life boat crew who had
glready made one trip to the wrecked barge,refused to risk their lives again
and the man was still clinging to the wreckage and struggling in the troug
of the heavy sea.lt was then that Captain Sweeney,brave man that he was,voif
unteered to swim out,but first requested that a rope be tied about his waist

o, 5 i aais e as a safety measure. He was

B an excellent swimmer and was
able to battle the rough and
high waves and reached Capt.

Hawley in his distress.But as
they were being pulled to
shore,a block of ice struck
Capt.Sweeney's back and he
was severely injured and be=-

, came chilled with the cold.

Parallysis set in and he died
Sept.I2th of the same year.
He was buried in the Union
cemetry with the rites of
the Masonic Order.

T

The Russell House,

Capt.Sweeney and lir.Geo,Gray were two of the owners of the Russell House and
both men named one of their sons after the house.Russell Gray lives at
Aylmer and Frank Russell Sweeney was President of the Reliance and Zimmermitt
Companies of Toronto when he died at the age of 49 yrs.

Of later years,the upper portion has been used as a dwelling,while
the lower part has been used by the Sterling Bank and Public Library.The
south lower portion was used by W.Eastwick ?grocoriea),Mr.Hipkias(butchori
and a$ present is used as a novelty shop(Mrs.Parish).



fLSCUL of AMBRICAN SCHOONER '"GROLON'
by tilhe
Port sStanley Lifesaving Crew
Nov.Ilth.IB97

also the
1

'Scuooner St.lawrence'in ~isiress.

dhe Schooner uroton of vetroit-Captain (hrisiie~ waster- and the S1.Lawrence,
of Port Huron,Jno.u.Saker-iiasier---were headed fot Port Stanley,with coal.The
schooner Grotvon had been trading between Cleveland for the previous two years.
*he.com swain of the Life-saving crew,Capt.Wm.3erry,knew thai this boat was
not seaworthy and was very vigilant when he knew the Groton was coming near
the harbour. Wwith nis marine glasses,he made observation,early on the uorn-
ing of Nov.llth.ide observed what he supposea 1o be the Groton lying at anchor,
9 miles southwest by west from this beacon and two miles out from shore. He
also saw the St.lawrence about b uiles Souin and east of this beacon, He was
very anxious for the crews,for the wind had sprung into a violent gale from
the south-souti west. Sometimeshe seated himself in the cross-iree of the
schooner'William Stone' which was in the harbour and then again he ascended
the summit west of the village. About I0 A.il.,he noticed that the fore
top mast had carried away and the fore gaft sails were fluttering in the
heavy gale. 4de also discovered tne yawl adrift,west of here with men in it.
(of the wrotion) .
He hada the crew of the Life boat in readiness and launched the
life boat with six men in it,beside himself. Very dangerous breakers rolled
in the mouvn .0of the harbour.wWwnen they drew in signt of the yawl,a rope was
thrown froun ine life boat and caught in the yawl and securely fastened.B3oth
life boat and yawl were in danger of being swamped in the stormy current and
furious gale,the breakers nearly capsizing the yawl and filling the life boat
with water. Capt.Perry gave encouragement "to pull for thne shore" and order-
ed the sailors to cling 10 their boal and cast oul 0il which they had in
readiness.
Hundreas of spectatiors lined the shore,sent up loud hurrahs as
the couageous men came along U.G.S.Petral. They mounted the ladder to the
decks of the Petral. 4ine men were numb from the cold and almost exhausted
for they vere not only wet,but were without food or rest for fifteen jours
and were five hours in the open yawl. Lhey were taken Lo the Franklin House
where they were kindly treated and Mr.J.u.Burke,the American Consul was
called. 4g gave instructions that his Government would come good for
everything. ine next aay tney received from him new clothing and transpor=-
tation to wveilroitv.
Ifne St.Lawrence

In the late afiernoonof Nov.lltn,vapt.Berry deemed it advisable
to visit lhe schooner St.lLawrence ana as darkness was coming on,he engaged
the tug 'A.V.Cmawford-Capti. Hdarley vemming for the sum of ten dollars. Vhen
they reacuea ine St.lawrence, Capt.Baker advised “apti.Berry that two togs
of coa% ﬁungge@aggghed from ner deck and althougn ner canvas was washed
into r ons,and I \wo anchnors held. He did not feel his schooner would

need to be towed into harbour. ihe schooner was able to make harbour on
Satur. Nov.loth,I1697. :

‘he following unsolicitea letier was handed 1o Capt.Berry,coxswain of .the
Life saving Station at fori Stanley,Unt.

vear Sir,=- e
Allow me through tnis mediam, to expe?g ogr gratefnlf%cgngg%euge

ment for your service in rescuing us while adriftv in a yawl,a e

Schooner ﬂroton floundered at ten o'cloek this mornming.ihe violent gake

over



and hign and dangerous seas which ran from the s.w. made our rescue more
hazardous,and no doubt our lives would have been more endangered had we
eontinued drifting to the high bluffs,east of the harbour,it being nec~
essary for tne captain 10 use ihree gals. of oil to prevent the sea from
breaking ana swamping us. We therefor: pereby tender our heartfelt thanks
for your timely rescue and assisting us 10 reach this harbour.
£ory Stanley,Unt. Nov.Iliih.1897.
Signed:=-

John H.€hristie-~--Master of Schooner Groton

James i.Sulivan---~ilate

William L.Small~-~Stewara

Fo.gyan )
Benry uorxlnualei--Seamon
Lrnest .Berry rr==~-===3 8S0n Q0f Mr.and Mkrs.ilark Berry Sr.

lne +#ife Saving Crew consisted of

de dnorne, ) Jno.Beasley)
weo.3tanton)~ regulars Geo.Hough )=-volunteers
Luke Berry ) Will Hough )

Luke Berry, of Port Stanley, |
Recalls Lake Erie Rescues

Two years later, again in the
fall of the <{ear. another vessel,
the Cleveland, flew a distress flag
while off Morpeth, twenty-eight
miles from Port Stanley. Farmers
notieing her &I_Ight telephoned the
Life Saving Crew at Port Stanley
and the tug Snow Storm, under,
Capt. Alex. Brown, towing the,
open life saving boat and the
crew, raced to the scene. The
exhausted crew, which had been
manning the pumps, were faken
off and brought to Port Stanley
while the Life Saving Crew re-
sumed work on the pumps. For,
t.wanty hours they worked in re-

Ts and managed to keep the ves-

afloat untll the Snow Storm
rcttirned ~ud towed her safely to
por
7 At a ceremony held ipn the old

A town haIl on Main street, the crew

\/ of the Life Saving Station were

presented with the gold medals
gresented by President McKinley.
resent for the ceremony was the
Reform Member of Parliament,
Dr. Wilson, whose wife pinned'
on the medals, % he ' life saving!
equipment has Mong sinee been!
abandoned and there has not been
for many years an organized Life
Saving Crew, but in the early his-,
‘tory of the village the various
members of this crew played a|
colorful and interestlng part .m!j
village life. !1

+he gola medals mentioned were given ror the g00d services rendered in

“e wreck of tne scnooner'Groton,'anq iir,.uke @erry was one of our boys
who receiveu a medal.lr.Berry is still going sirong and musl have been a
mere lad al tune time.of the wreck.




Tk WRECa of the DISPALCH STEAMER and COUMERCE PROPELLOR-
in I848-

(From a reproduction page of Qi EVENING TELEGRAW,Toronto,Ont.Sept.fOth,IB893)

An accident atterded witn the most lamentable:loss of life occurred on Lake Erie
early in lay to the Commerce,a propellor plying on the lak€: ‘the following ex-
tract from a private letier writien by a lady residing near bunville gives a very
good account of the circumstances.lt is dated Port Maitland,liay 9th,I848 and reads
as follows: i

"I fear my letter will almost be too late,but this most melancholy
‘aecident on-ihe lake nas S0 occupied all our atiention that I could not write
before. You have probably seen full particulars of it in the papers,but as it
occurred within two miles of us 1 will mention it again. -

ilhe lispatcn steamer,on her way to Buffalo,ran into the Commerce
propellor bound for Port Stanley with a detachment of the 23rd.Regiment on board.
ohe sank in fifteen minutes,anda forty men,women and children were lost.

ine assistant surgeon had left a wife &und child in Kingston.He was
lost.*he other three officers were saved but lost everything they had. One of
them said he had just drawn three months' pay in advance.lhey were all taken on
the Government steamer iinos. We just now saw them leaving the Earl Cathcart.
ine ensign(Sir kenry Chamberlainj)and a few men are 1o remain here to attend to
the melancholy éuty of burying any of the poor fellows whose bodies may be wash=-
ed ashore.lhey are bound for London.lne regimentval plate,wine,stores,etc.,are all
lost,and a very large sum of money. About seventy men are saved.lhe most of them
were without cloines.iney have been partly supplied from Dunnville and this
neighbourhood ard we all sent them all the bedding and blankets we could spare.
A poor little fellow,son of the commissary in wmongyreal was going up with them
for a pleasure itrip and ne was lost. You may suppose it banished everything else

" — e T TR T R

Note~~ilhe regimentis quartered in the London Garrison were,
ihe %2nd and 8érd, from Iuo 10 lo4l,
the Ist Koyals and the l4th, I1841-%01B4o,
the z2ord woyal Welch Fusiliers 1846=-10-1b40
the Bznd,lB84b~10~ 1b4o0,
the 8IstiB4o~tc-1847
the 20tn(Col.Horne! 1b47-10=-184Y
the 2érd-a second time in I84Y and remained tillthe troops were withdrawn in I852
(From London and widdalesex Hdistorical “ociety=-<art & published in I9II.)

Besides collisions,many fine vessels were lost by the insistance of owners to
'~ send their skips out in all kinds of weatlher. As well as the boats mentioned
. abqye ,the Atlantic,4delaigle and America were among early boats sunk.

. NObe= %

(The Adelaide was built §n 1840 and sank in'IG&U;)
The Wreck of The SVHUUNER SKYLARK w

as told by Charles ilcyorkell.

Being a water man, sl{ipwrécks] pletely over her. But endurance

naturally came into the conversa-
tion as Charlie recalled the end of
the schooner Skylark on a shoal
east of the harbour mouth. It was]
a terrific storm and the schooner,
having struck, was rapidly going
to pieces while the crew clung
frantically to the rigging. The
only woman on board hung to the
cabin roof for hours while the

is not unlimited and the time came
| when she had to let go and was
soon lost in the welter of foam. In
‘an effort to secure aid, the mate
started for shore and had almost
attained his objective when a par-

for the rest of the crew though the
bones of the Skylark are still some-

thundering seas washed com- | where east of the harbour entrance.

B ] R

ticularly large wave swept him back |
to his death. Rescue ﬁnal}y came ||

~ Taken from the
Port Stanley Gazette
of July 22nd/36.



The WAECK of the MINERAL STALE

_ “Aindness of lirs.Reg.lioore,

the schooner'uineral State'of Alpena,iich.,lies a total wreck a couple of hun-
red yards from the-shore of Lake Erie,and about a mile east of the pier at
Port Stanley. 1he schooner after a rough nignt and a raugher morning on the
lake,went aground at noon on lhursday,ana began to break up at once.So high
was the sea thatl it seemed certain death to attempt %0 gain the shore with the
inadeyuate means al hand. <Lhe mate of the doomed vessel,nowever,successfully
essayea The task and reached shore after a trying experience in the billows,

Capt.siew and the four otvher members of the erew remained on board for four
bours longer,until a crew and the rfori “tanley Lifeboai.made its way to the
wreck and after great difficulty rescued the well-nigh dispairing men.

fractically the whole population,inecluding the scholars from

the Public Schoel,hastened to the cliffs overlooking the spot where the laden
schooner was going 1o pieces.dere they viewed with thankful hearts the gallant
deed of the rescuing crew.

No more inhospitable spot could be found along the shoreline
than where the schooner lies.lt lies ppposite the very highest of the tall
bluffs whose bases are washea by the waves and up which the great billows flung
themselves for twenty or more feet. Up this cliff,late Hazelwood was drawn after
a perilous irip through the waves.

{he liineral State,which was about I40 ft. long,has gone to pk
pieces for over half its lengih.Yf the three masts only one remains.,

Capt.«iem, Lhne sdastier,owned a third interest in the wrecked
schooner, the other two owners being W.d.Sandborn and F.R. Xeibenach,both of
Algena._ﬂhis schooner was <9 gpars olda and was valued at 35,000 dollars.lhere
was no insurance. Oon ner and she is a total loss. 7The cargo of coal was owned

by theHake irie& Letroit #iver R.K. and was insured.
Capiain Ziem's Story.

"We loaded on fuesday and cleared with 6204 tonms of lump coal on board for the
L.B.&D.R.R..1ne wind was light,blowing south by southwest,and the barometer
was high,indieating soutnerly winds. We steered our course about due north
figuring on holding up enough 10 make a lee at Rondeau,where we were to unload.
As we came along ihe weather looked fair,and we shaped our course to fetech
Point Yalbot,ten miles west of Pori Stanley.

Lhe wind however increased till it blew a gale,and the seas
began to make so fast that we dare not haul her up for the Bau for fear of

shipping 00 much water abroadside,which would have been disastrous for us,
"1 therefore decided to run for 2fori Stanley,much to my dislike,for Port Stanley
is a bad port Lo make in a gale. ¥ne glass was dropping indicating westerly
winds,whick woula nave been more in our favour than the prevailing wind. The
wind did very somewnat to the west,bul not enough for us,and it increased in
violence urtil it was blowing ai least 4b miles an hour,

Wnen we.first.fetcned signt of land,we were abreast of Point
Talbot as . nad figured “e jibed over, 100k the wind in the other quarter,and
ran down the shore until we got abreasi of Port Stanley. 1ne sea was,however
100 high t0 attempt t0 make iLhe narbour,and we did not ask tue tug to come aut
as the sea was 100 strong to allow it 10 render us any assistance.

I concludea 0 ancnor and ride out the storm,as it was the oRly
way to save the vessel. We anchored in seven fathoms of water at a spot about
2% miles soutn of the east pier. After we anchored,however,the seas increased
in a fury and the wind veerea more %0 the soutawesi,whicih threw us quarterwise
in the sea. ine waves began 10 board us,and all the dunnage,planks and loose
stuff around the decks were washed overpoard. S0 heavy were the seas that
came aboard us that Lne men were unable 10 getl around the vessel.

We had both the hand and the steam pumps going,but the water
gained 2% inches every fifieen minutes,until the sounding showed 4ifeet of
water in tne hold,botn fore and aft. 1 saw ithat in order to save the lives of
toe erew{}e must slip our cable and beach tne vessel on as good a beach as 1
ecould find.

We therefore slipped tne cable and gave her the jibs,but inia
few minutes the wind blew tne jibs_to ribbons and threw us helpless into the
traugn of the sea. it was between il &nd IZ .0'clock Friday morning that we
slipped the cable.we drifted nelplessly abaut half an hour before she struck



WRECa of the MINBRAL STATE
(continued)

When she began t0 breax up we 100Kk 10 the rigging until we were taken
off.She broke by the stern as ihat end was closer 10 shore and was pounding on
the bottom.Some of us were in the mizzen rigging and some were on the cabin
when sne struck,but when the schooner began 10 breax up,we left the mizzeRl
and one by one worked forward 10 the mainmast. Tne mizzenmast fell some time
after 1 o'clock.lhen we saw thal the mainpmast also was going and we went
forward. 4hat mast went about Jo0'clock,and that time we spent partly in the
rigging and partly on deck. we would stay in the rigging as long as we eould
and then we would go down and move around a little to keep our blood in eir-
culation. When we were there itne seas piled over us so that we might as well
nave been in tue lake,so far as dampness was concerned.

About lo'clock wuen the sea was al iils heaviest,the mate was s0 cold
thal ne resolveda L0 mage tne atiempiu Lo go asnore. 1 dia not think he would live
reach uvne snore obutv he was aetermined,so I told him t0o go and wished him God-
spead.we could only get at on¢ life preserver,and that onc + tied on securely,
myself. une of tne halcnes was put overboard and a lifeline tied to it,so that
if he got L0 shore ue would have tne line L0 escape by,and if he were unable
10 reacin iv,we could bring him back 10 the schnooner, e gave him the deek
oroom for a paadle but nhe haa not gone far when a wav¥® turned the hateh over on
10p of nim. *e got ouv from unaer and menaged L0 reacna the shore and we saw them
let down tne lifelines 10 nim from tvae ¢liff and pull him up 100ft.or more. I
heara afterwaras tnatl ne was putl in a buggy and nurried 10 tahe hotel here and
was cared for.

Apbout five o'cloc«,when tane sea nhad abated,2 little,but was still
dangerously nigu,we saw tae tug Gordon Srown coming down to windward of us
witn tone lifeboal in tow.wWnen sne got as near as possibleto us, the line between
tnem was cast off ana tne tug sel ner head U0 the wind while by good management
vhe crew of the lifeooati orougnt taeir stanch litile craft to leeward of us.
ipey held her off six or eigat feetu from our side,so as to avoid the danger of
veing slove in,and one by One we jumped and siruck tne boat.lne crew of the boat
were readqy Lo seize us shoula any of us fall short,but we all Jumged safely.

1 want to give that crew all tae credit tney deserve.lhey are brave
fellows and they risked tneir lives L0 save ours.

Lhis is my first shipwreck in the twelve years I have been a master.
wonday,l expect to leave Port Stanley,on the "Huron City" which will be in
with coal., Vff ine wreck,l taink I can save the boiler, engine,tha pumps, some
sails and some otiner fittingb Ihe scnooner,of course is a total Wreek. I'm off
10 put my legs under my own table.No more sailing for me this season."

o i%g" _
. Beanley, Nov 1-

:%mmu,thff.w_\i

ﬂwh;nwhum§~ﬂmm;hu:“”“_ v
Ef lashed up TR W,
. m'gmm"“g S ulu:t? The wraokwlkhe &{old _and hlﬂ&_ he
it alas! not a vestige could be found, nﬁs aud rigg!?::?;s &

‘baving got adrift, The foremast aud ! are

esy siill remain. The bow-| '

c&tcosslflﬂ : .
~The mhmar W. H ﬂ%n

"""‘M s -t-»—i-"'.—-lle-— T ey (o e = Vi ey e L e b

,-4..&»,'._ e S

- Cedy ate aetig b e e ey

warks, are abnmwmr. The. new
'“f&mnﬂﬁqu@amu:ﬂwk_,,d
"'aislons. m,o\whtor m.ilu.__\ M

'h».\..h.\nuqﬂ"
et

, \ N =
\ e R

s 1058 T b R
B, i o LRI Yy ¥ A= S

{ Qlﬁe‘igudr ’v&m llar nlliw all CErS) = el T .
1 M&m,w 5nn came oqgg, S i T . . : 4

N Y : it 1 , A
TSRS j et Wrtooked Schooner ** Mineral State.™ ,m'Ph.ﬂtomﬁ; by Hookins,)



155 SLIPDOCKE and tune BEBBBLLER

mr.fettingale,represeniing an American firm,was tne firsti Lo conceive the idea
of a slipdoeck at lune Pori ana seleciea the inner nharbour as a suitable site.He
uad made corsiderable progress and boughi piles and ovner malerial,but for some
unknown reacon,ile proposition aida not matialize.

Iwo ygears later,iue idea was tlagen up by tune Besseumer,lock&lavigatvion
Company of lalkerville and wr.Fluke was placea in cnarge as Contractor. The
Governmeni supplied bU,0VLLV aollars of itue toival cost.

' Coal was carriea across the laxe by
tne car ferry,dessemer No.z,for dis-
wribation to all points in Western
onvario.

Ferries atv inatl time had open stierns
witnout proteciion from storms and
nhigh seas.Wnen iue Bessemer arrived
wilh uer iLairiy=-iuwwo cars,carried on
WO lracks,il was couplea to the ap=-
ron of the slipaock,and ihe cars
rollea along from iwue ferry.to the
staitionery uLrac<s.

Lnis coal was firsi carried over Lthe

Lake Lrie and Leiroit R.&.,wnich Com-

pany were leasees from the L.&P.S.R.

% 4l tnat time,but later thne Pere lar -
congrolled itne road.

% . g

-~ =~ ._gq,; L ol 1 Y . - L ¥ A 2R X
Pernaps sSowe of lhose wuo read Laoese pages,uave laken a wrip Lo Conneaut on the
Sessemer,as tne guest of wue genial Capt.icleod,of Lincardine and Conneaut.

Butv vuis ferry wuigh served for so
wany years,met iis fate in the fer-
ocivy of one of lLaxke Lkrie's three-
day lLempesis. DBessemer No 2-left
Conneaut“atur. “ec.7th.I909. When

it did notv reach the Port in reason=-
able time,lnere was grave concern,
especially as wwo local boys were
among tne crew,viz.-Harry Thomas
ana Koy Hinds.

in voaree day's time,ner cabin came
asnore atv “t.Burwell and on Vec.IZth.
all doubt was rewoved,whnen the Amer -
ican fishing tug"Commodore Perry",at
4.z0p.m.discovered lifeboat no.4-fif-
—s teen miles from krie,Penn. This life-
=5 poat convainea nine frozen bodies out
el of a crew of tweniy-six. Some were
8itiing on ihe seals ana others were
huaalea in tne boviom of tne yawl.

dessewer ewpuy of cars,.

1 NOo eitiz ' :
Wil Bonget the glooniRert Gres itizen residing here at the time

_ tue village or tane double funeral
wevnodist cuurca,afiver ine arrival of the Two bodies. o & e

a former pasior of thal churcn,made a declaratiss {%%%m%% %Sﬁ?%%gb ne jieV.powell,

visior of tne wreck of lLue Sessewer ana Lhe vransivion 1o Heaver,of the 1late

over



Pl WakCK OF THE BESSEMER
(continued)

darry loomas,.

Lne bouies of Captl. umcheod,d.P. licleoa,second mate and Eugene Wood
first engineer,were pickea up laver.

AL aifferent vimes tune lake has vbeen aragged,but to this day,the
place of sinking rewains a wisiery.

N .
Caugal in ice-IvLb.



ddn wuod PF Ldis VALKYRIE ,

(LHE ADA WMAY BELLE)
(News paper clipping)

On SAfurday,April loua,lvcd,iwne Valkyrie,belier known as tne Ada May Belle,
a 40' gas launcn,sev out for Cleveland wita tane following crew,¥rank Payne,
ind Bert Sutcner of Lory Stanley ;Cnas.Wrignt of Cleveland and Geo.Knaggs of
London.

Un Sun.Apr.lyivn,a vewpest raged over L.krie and tne Ada lay Belle,
which haa lefi Clevelana sanortly afver I a.m. Sun morning,was caughtv in all
tae fury of iwne sioru.

Woen tne launca did not revurn,ivne marine men of tanis port organized
a searcn pariy,ana tane following Sunday morning,*ne Morgan,Cisco,Bdward S. .
Frank.H.Stanley,Walter Mac and Easy Side,steamed out of the harbour. In con-
irast L0 lvue previous oSunday,ivnis was & day of great calwm ana brilliant sun=-
shine.lne tugs spread oul fan-wise and were soon 10 eacn ovher. .

Al Iz.lVa.m. fifieen miles off wsrjean;Capi.lhos,lorgan of the tug
worgan,founa tae boay of Frank Layne(foruer engineer of the tug"Frank H.Stam-
ley. In a very shoriu time after,tne siren of thne Hdward S. announced the
finding of anouiuer oody ,and soon after there was a signal from tne "Bast Side"
that s8till another body naa been found. Lne fouruvn body,that of Geo.EKnagg had
been picked up lue previous Laurs. by the Bootn Fisning tug,"dew York",of
Windsor and taken 10 Cleveland. All bodies were found in a radius of Five miles.

A1, anxious crowa of 1060 people,lined the docks as itne BEast Side led hhe
procession of boails inio ilae harbour.

ihe pictures of"Frank H.oStanley" ana "Pue Liorgan" are shown elsewuere.




BALLUUN LoaGudY=- A geYb
vetroit Times-July 9/23.

and St.lhomas Times-Journal.

Phe V.5, Hawval sallpon waich left the field atv Indianapolis,July 4th.,cane 1o 1
tragic end whem- ariven by the wind into g violent electrical storm on L.3irie.
I{wo men lost their lives viz.,Lieut.l.3,Null and wieut.L.J.Roth. -
fhe body of Lieut.L.B.sull was orougnt in at Leamingion and the hody.of
sieuv. soth was founa 14 miles souln of yere by tne nug“ﬂnajag?ﬁr;Geo.Wilspn of

Lge Jnajag was en roule Lo nis fishing grounds wuen the body and balloon pask=-

€1 were found. Loe oalloon was found earlier,about <b miles south-west of here,
~and towed into £Pori by uvne iug,"rFrank H,Stanley," whose crew members were,Capt.
. darry soore, J.x.uoore,Cliff Jennings and H.daylor. A hydro plane assisted by
W0 air planes were engagea in tue search as well.

ine men , cul loose from itne bag when it siruck tane waver,depending on
tne bouyancy of tne baskel and tneir life preservers 1o keep them afloat until
rescuers arrived butl iLhe nuge slLorm waves nad turned Lne basket over and over
antil toe men drowned.

dne altimeter snowed thatl an aliituae of II,400 was reached by tae ball-

oonists in tneir attemplt 10 win ine navional race.lue clock stopped atc.45,and
tne watcu of Lieuv.-ouis J.ootn's av 4.01%.

ine palloon was valuea atgzV,000

salpn Upson,betroit balloonist and tne lasi 1o talk to Lieul Roth be=-
fore tue lavier's rfatal &SCenl iy apn inierview ito-aay in tne offices of the Alir-

erafi.pvelopement gorporatvion, General MOAems building,of which he is chief engin-

eer,declared tue accident was in all prenaoliily due o0 ueavy absorbant webbing
on tne outvsiae of lue bag.

nove~-ine valloon was placeu in care of Henry Llurner wno was chnief of police
al toual tvime, until it was putl in cnarge of Lieut. Strong who later

was sent by "iune sureau of Aeronauvi¢s of iune U.S.A.Nawy Lept.from
vleveland.



S¢S, SANUMERCHANE --
Belonging vo NATIONAL SANU and GRAVEL CO.

The S.S5.Sanduercnant was in charge of Capt.Granam ichellan with Berie Lrinkwater
acting as save ana mr.W.soarnie as second mate. Il ran into a severe siorm on
L,Brie and weni down aboutv l4 miles N.W, of Cleveland,on Oct.l9yth.,I956. A% the
“¥ime, ulrs.urinkwater Was, spenuing . .. a few days on board with her husband-
Seven weabers of the crew were savea but nineteen mel a watery grave, ir. and
Mrs.Vrinkwater of the village being among those wno losu taeir lives.
Mrs.Yrinkwater's pody was Tound but nov tnat of uner nusband.

LT LUSS 0T vue FREURICK A.LED,

In less tuan a wontih afver iune lasu disasier meniioned,came the news of still
anotner. Tneltug,ﬁreuricx A Lee,vwent aown on ivs way from Sarnia to Sault Ste
%ar;e,pear Pointe Aux barqyue,uican. witn g loss of five lives,among whom was 3
Cecil Smale,acliing engineer on tue tzip.

Harvour sdeacan “0asiL wuardswmern reporived taat taey nad released the Fred-

rick A.Lee- wiaen é.E'OLIIlCLGCl Luere on FI‘j da at Ila.m.’na i
olle AI1EB Sin n ;
Lour ] €T, b n g occurred a few

_ _+0m §ovember loth.Cecil Smale's body was found at Soutnampton by Jas,
srundell of tnav place.lune burial ook place nere.

Olga Disaster--JunelLth,I9LL.

The 33'double cabin Cruiser,0Olga,chugged out of the pier on this beautiful
Sunday afternoon with at least 30 pleasure seekers on board all gay with the
joy of living.

When out about a mile of the lipghthouse pier the disaster occurred
owing to engine trouble,Sidney Smith co-owner of the craft and his operator,
Ted Vining were both aboard. y

Members of the Marine section of the FingalBombing and Gunnery School
in charge of two crash boats assisted our volunteers under Lieut Sweet and
Lieut Elliot. The Women's Institute and the Red Cross women assisted in eveyy
possible way and Capt.Hugh McIntyre,Deputy chief,Alex Sutherland and J.A.Mi%&
rella of St.Thomas Fire Dept assisted in artificial respiration. Medical aid
included Dr.Geo.Jackson,Coroner and Drs.Max Ryckman,Thompson,Livingston,H .B@
Grace and Jno.Curtis, :

Chief Michael McNamara under instruction from Coroner Geo.Jackson
and Crown Attorney Haines empanelled a jury for Momday morning.

Sevemteen lives were lost,mostly youths from St.Thomas and London.,



WRECK of the MINERAL SYTALE
(continued)

Lne members of tne Crew were,-

william Ziem=~---Captain---Alpena, Mich,
@e0.482elw00d~===-uate-~==-~=Alpena, iicn.
Fred Lecuyer-----5teward---Alpena, iicn.
Ereu VoAl mccc Deaman----say City,Mich,
Lawrerce Walther-Seaman----3ay City,uich,
William aendrickson-Seaman-Cleveland,Onio.

Members of ine Lifesaving Crew,=-

Ist,row-Alonza Llaylor-Yolunteer;J,Heginald loore-Capjain;Frank Eveland-Regular;
énd.row-id.Beasley-iegular;tdenry Sherry-Regular;Wm.Hough~Stroke oarsman;
Fred follock=-Voluntieer,

At this date,marcnbdbih.l947,there are three members of this lifesaving Crew
still livirg,viz.-denry Sherry of vLetroit;Franf Eveland and Fred Pollock of
tne Port.
LLe members of tne Crew received gold medals from tne U.,S.A.Government.
Mr.Frank Bveland kindly snowed me nis meaal,whicn reads,-
"Frank Bveland,of tne Zory Stanley Volunieer Lifesaving Crew,in recognition of
his heroism in assisting in the rescue of the Captain and Crew of the American
Schooner Mineral Siate.
Wreckage in &ake Krie,
Ugt.30,1902
leady moosevelt."”

lnese meaals were presented in the wraniie Rink,St.lnomas and were pinned on thne
brave boys oy wrs.(ur.)Wilson,wno was born ana raised in Port Stanley,the
daughter of wr.ueo.,Williams.,

Lifesaving Service aiy the Port,

Lne first Captain was vapi.€ollock,then Capt.%Wm.Berry,then J.Reg.Moore and
the last Captain before tne service was discontinuea was Walter Brown.
'here were two aifferent life boats used. +ne first one came from
(over/



Lifesaving Service at ine Port

England ana was brought in by train on a box car. Tne nails were of copper ®o
prevent rusting,and there was no boat house built for it. It was kept tied
in front of Shepherd's warehouse.

ine wovernment Survey soat had been surveying ine waters of L.Erie,
and fudolpn uong was wneelsman.lt laid up in Collingwood for the Winter,and on
the first trip down,it carried two life boats,one of which was left at Port
Stanley for use here. A boat house was built for this boat,near the bridge,
but was latver moved,twice,each time nearer the Harbour mouth. It came to rest

just norivn of the slipdock. A track ran across the dock and a crank which work-
ed by nand,lowered or raised tne life boat into position.

ine following picture shows the Crew under Capt.Walt.3rown and
are as follows,~ (Beatsd,r from left )

Capt.W.Brown;Stroke oarsman,eeo.Hough;Chas.s8rown and friend;John Brown;
and fussel farker.
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